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Racha-Lechdhumi

WELCOME TO RACHA-LECHKHUMI

Racha is a special, completely unspoiled and beautiful place high in
the mountains, boasting a landscape of mountain forests and high
alpine meadows. The lowlands are covered with forests of beech,
pine and spruce trees.

For visitors to the region, Racha is a giant outdoor playground. With
raging rivers, the region is popular with anglers and rafters, as well
as mountain bikers and paragliders. The source of the mighty Rioni
River is full of trout and is a haven for fishing, whitewater rafting
and kayaking.

But Racha also contains some remarkable cultural treasures, with
churches and monasteries dating back to the middle ages.

No visit to Racha would be complete without sampling the local
delicacies. The smoked ham of the region, “Lori”, is famous
throughout Georgia and Racha’s most precious export is its rich red
wine, Khvanchkara, said to be Stalin’s favorite. This fruity red grows
in only one tiny village, making it highly precious, and as it does not
travel well, it really has to be tasted close to home.

ADVENTURE

The spectacular mountains of the Racha-Lechkhumi region are rich
in nature and provide plenty to see and do. The mountain area is
covered with lush green forests and wonderful rivers, so trekking
and rafting provides wonderful views and sights. Keen climbers will
have plenty of challenges on Mount Khvamli and Lechkhum while
rafting on the River Rioni is a special treat. Or, try horse riding deep
into the forests.

WINE

The Racha-Lechkhumi region is the motherland of two of most
luxurious and highly priced wines in Georgia. The Usakhelauri grapes
are grown on the mountain slopes near the villages of Okhureshi,
Aubi and Isunderi. These grapes are quite scarce and only a limited
amount of land is available, producing just three tons of grapes each
year, making them highly prized. Khvanchkara is a red wine made
from the Alexandrouli and Mudzhuretuli grape varieties cultivated in
the Khvanchkara vineyards, near the town of Ambrolauri. It is one of
the most popular Georgian wines and a visit to a family owned wine
cellar is highly recommended.

CULTURAL HERITAGE: WHAT TO SEE AND DO
Many of Racha-Lechkhumi’s churches and monasteries date back to
the middle ages.

Khotevi Church
During the 13th century, the Church of Archangel and temple were
built in the ancient village of Khotevi, a significant trade centre.

Nikortsminda Church (10th century)

Nikortsminda Church is located in the village of Nikortsminda, near
Ambrolauri. With its impressive decorations, there is nothing else
like it in Georgia. The temple, built in the name of St. Nicholas the
Miracle-Worker, contains many examples of old Georgian script and
the interior walls of the temple are painted with frescos dating back
to the 16-17th centuries. These paintings were ordered by a local
noble, Tsulukidze, and prepared by the painters of Gelati. In 1534,
King Bagrat lll renovated the temple but it was significantly damaged
during an earthquake in 1991 and re-opened in 1997.

Barakoni

Barakoni Church of the Virgin is located in the village of Tsesi. The
Church was built in 1753 by the master Avtandil Shulabvreli upon the
request of Rostom, the Prince of Racha. The church’s facade includes
good examples of 18th century engravings.

Fortress of Muri

In the vicinity of Tsageri, you'll find the ruins of the medieval fortress
of Muris-Tsikhe, which may have been the place of exile and death
of the Christian theologian Maximus the Confessor (c. 580-662).
A monastery dedicated to St. Maximus still exists in the vicinity.
According to medieval records, the Khvamli caves, located nearby,
preserves the treasury of the Kings of Georgia and is listed among the
national monuments of Georgia.

Nakuraleshi, Church of St. George

The Church of Saint George in Nakuraleshi, located in the mountain
village of Lechkhumi, is a typical example of rural chapels in the
Georgian highlands. But what makes it unusual is that both the
interior and exterior walls have been covered in 17th century murals.

Oni Local Museum

This beautiful museum houses several collections of artifacts found
locally. They range from the Stone Age through the Middle Ages
including architectural details and relief fragments from St. George
and Holly Trinity churches dating back to the 10th century. Coins
from the 5th century as well as the remains of ancient settlements
give a fascinating insight of the cultural life in ancient Georgia. The
museum is completed by its collection of 20th century paintings from
the region.

RESORTS

Utsera

Located 1,050 metres above sea level, the village of Utsera is known
for its mineral water, health resort and spa. The village boasts a fine
collection of medieval churches, but its 800-year-old “alley of trees” is
especially worth a visit.

Shovi

Shovi is an important health resort. Visitors enjoy its mountain climate,
nature and mineral waters. The resort is located at the base of the
Mamisoni Mountain range and is surrounded by snowy mountains.

Ghebi

Ghebi village is 1,350 metres above sea level and can trace its history
back thousands of years. Bronze belts and the head of a silver bull
have been discovered in burial mounds from the Bronze Age, 3rd-1st
century BC Archaeological excavations have also revealed metal work
from the 16-10th century BC as well as burial mounds from the late
Bronze Age. Ghebi was a unique tower settlement in Racha, but most
of the towers have been damaged by earthquakes, and today only a
few remain.

Chiora

Chiora is one of the most beautiful villages in Racha. Itis located 1,360
meters above sea level, on the south slope of the main Caucasus
Mountain range. During medieval times it had a large population and
a number of defensive structures. Today, a number of towers and two
small churches still remain.

Bardnala

Bardnala is a small village in Lechkhumi, made famous by the poems
written by Lado Asatiani, a well-known Georgian poet. Asatiani’s
home in Bardnala has been preserved as it was when he lived there
in the early 20th century - complete with engraved balcony, wooden
stairs, roof-tiles and a pretty garden. The house-museum contains
a permanent public display of artifacts from the poet’s life. Every
summer Bardnala holds a special celebration, Ladooba, dedicated to
the poet.

LTOT » VIDYO03D NI A3INIHd « ITVS HO4 1ON

|oAeIY BIZI09F MMM

a5 eug@ou! lews

2181099 ‘Is||iqL ‘GOTO IS ondeues ‘.
wspnoy

(00:8T- 00:60 - JoWWINS)

00:8T - 00:0T :SINOH BuIoMm
Aephiang :sheq SujIopm
woo’|lewl@une|oiquiedn IejN-3
19918 B|9ARYSd BUZBA ‘L T:SS24ppY
19jua) uoneuuou]

wsMNoL Mnejolquy 7 - -yinog syl Ul N9JowW| pue 1Sapm

3y} u| ojpJgawes ‘Y1oN 8yl
AU0 Ul RBUBAS OWBAY| YUM Japioq

AU} WOy pally aq ued sixe| e saJeys IWNY3yoa 1SoMm
-ULION 8y} 0} 83Ukl UIJUNOA|
1wNY»yasT sy pue yinos

‘y) uoneis sng ,equxo, 3y} 03 I2IBW| ‘YHION U3 01
ISI|Iq] WOJ IWNYYYoaT-eyory  SUIBIUNOIA Shseone) ayi pue
0] AlJe|ngaJ unJ SasnNqIUIN  IBUBAS AQ papuNo.INS Si eyoey
NOILVLHOdSNYYL JIMand aNNOYY HNILLTD

PP

‘(s nojesey

Cvuvdtnzf of ?hc@

Georgia

HSITON3



Lz

/ \
da L ukhvano

3 Gveso C%‘S
{
Kveda-Lu h\rawab\ Vo
O\wt‘ &Y

peri

Laskhana

Sat

eshk\eg

M I
ELL
\Q/FQRTRESS

/N%

rbehcq/

Res. Lashichala
—\*‘—J

Lajanui@

/Z

S

&

A/

A Mt Mokerva
f 1747

aphista’ Vi

1277

i
DA[;IA}I\( Gendushi
FORTRES Zémo Zhoshkha

azhieti

S Ve,

Nigav)ebi

7 Wt Phitsreuli Pharavneshi

\ chvisi Y -
) . : o
r! URCH I P o Naeti .A ‘ /’J

M. Satsumpa,
15 00 3 ( Gomrujg

Sheubani, am®
() Ghari \ p

NLAKE UDZIRO 3250'

M. Da’/ﬁ isistsveri

1 2 3 4 5 6 7
Verknnr za|
R h L hl | . J Hadiisht
® v
- 2 (P
ZEMO SVANETI g sl
Usgviri i P
’ RUSSIAN FEDERATION
/! /
; 5 ’ Vichrash -
Churches and Monasteries Museums ) Other Objects | K ”és XNV . y N Uzumkazma‘ar
- —— NN Laskral -
Abanceti Church G4 |-~ | Ambrolauri Fine Art Museum | G4 Ambrolauri Airport C4 TN WTDESH ',/ - Darvazbina
Achara Holy Virgin Church C3 Lado Asatiani House Museumn | B-2 Cholevi (Love) Lake Cs Nt & :
Barakoni Cs Oni Local Museum C6 Dedaghvtisa B-6 Lalkhori \ i
Bugeuli Church C4 Pustels' School Museum C-5 | __ | Glola Boulders B-7 T ——— N Lamijurishi ‘, N \
Chelishi Monastery C4 Tsageri History Museum B-2 Kidobana Cave C4 & ) % Y e ® =hibiani 4 e O | Koruldashi ”
Chiora Church B-6 Kvirila Waterfall C3 Y/ o Chazhashi MR | \
Gendushi St. George Church C3 Lake Udziro B-7 R- // —— ) / Pash -
Glola Churches B-7 Fortresses ) Machabeli Tower Ca| e . \.\\ /' 1 . ” / S Elaraiji
Gona Church A6 | Vi Fortress B2 Oni Synagogue Ce| N e AR // , 5552 o = 2
Goni S.t. §eorge Church C3| [ Chidrom Fortess |B6 Saiashvilo Towers C4 VLt 7 \\‘ /7 /Zeskho Sak
Holy Virgin Church G4 orari Fortress 1B Sakinule Cave Ca = \ (/ \ s ety
E;Iy th]rgclrr\‘ Ch:rch in Tsageri E—z Zubi Fortress ) zzfshqeca Cave 2_4 — \ '/. Tsana L :
Imshi Churc -4 wvava Cave -5
- — Gveso Complex | B-2 Tvibi Y i imazivtsagi
khirkhonisi St. George Church Ce6 Orbeli Fortress | B.3 Tourist | nformation Center | C-4 — ) X{ %ts Z_Zalmaztvtsagl
. " N Mutsdi % N
Khonchiori Church C4 Kvatsikhe ) Tsakhi Cave C3 Durashi i e /) Pass Vatsis Tsveri \
: - Vil I
Khotevi Church C4| [ adian Fortress s Tsivtskala Waterfall Ca e Mami 2909 (v-X) 3
Kldisubani Complex C4 Znakva Fortress | C-4 Tskhmori Waterfall C6 Sakdaril 5% hveliki Tekal =S Leusheri { : ss Ghebi
Labechina Church C3| [ Vindatsikhe s Usholta Caves Cs TN 4 67 (VI-X)
ochi ana a T ~Phanaga
S o N v w— / KVEMO SVANET| \ '
Leknari Monastery C3 | Morenishi Fortress | C-2 ' eremetistsve é
Maximus the Confessor Church B-2 Utsvashi Fortress | C2 §
Mechvreti Monastery B5 | Khotevi Fortress | Coa f Kakim Chikuli ‘ %
Mravaldzali Cs Oni . Phaki \ ‘MakhasHi/” |
, - i Fortress Ce [ |- L askadura Gulida kamphalashi
Nikortsminda C4 &= Tsanashi aS’LaENTEKHI o[TTT N LeKosandi (et > =
Oni Archangel Church [ U Lesemay Sy Melliad “Mebetsi Lpmzagorhy - Mele/ # / Passg?urdj’/evtsek )
| Raketi Church C3 Kheledi N\ Karishi SR Bt et Maigvishi . <
- Zhakhunden» Chikhareshi Ghobi r r»y
Shkmeri Church Co6 Resort“Muashi Kherja i . <
Sinatsminda Church B-6 ( Shkedi  Natul %{:
Somitso Church Ce| /1) ATVl L W (SN TN e/ SR S e > N
Sori St. George Church Cs Mt Tetnari — M. Chion >
St. George Church (in Vil. Nakuraleshi) | C-2 295 /T B> -l , 2386
St. George Church in Vil. Zeda Sairme | G-3 |«
.| St. Kvirike and St. Iviita Church G4 N\
Theti Church G3 N Mazashi Nanari S N /AN T\ O ‘
Trinity Church Ce \\\ Khophuri %516 i
Tsesi Church C4 \ ! ]
Tskheti St. George Cs \ L T
Utsera Church B-6 \ 3173 -
Zemo Bari Church Cs - Mt sakeria Lot Gvimbrata ;
Zemo Krikhi Church C4 4 ) Kvedreshi L)
\‘ e
Rtskhmeluri
s e, Kharish
/' Naghomarj. <= =
!l /

Mazimgatishan:

\l gOKena hi gt Chala achitd - & Sk
: Zeda Aghvi \{Kveda Ghvirishi it Sortuani < b. #// ¢ Tsmindauri v /(ade/ y A
§ Zed{GNgi;hi ¥ ° @ 1500 = Kvenio-Kozi
S 2 Patara
Y = \ ‘ %khum X"  Khvanchkara o
e %Nal(maleslﬂ >~ 0
£ O st || ¢
i } Wqﬁ (veda Ghvardia \ by
NS anari y
[} — - X -
’/ ) h K \{y N ZemtJorfagits Kevséita Kvemo.Sha
>4 ﬁl‘JND}RiN‘ Y CHURCH it
.~ NS Tsedisi P2
/ 12 Zaseta ( Kvemo-Roka Magfi
] ¢: NAKV 4 ita DA Zemo Roka
', ,I Chasavali JKiEmeNlomatha Stirmasigi
/ Kinchkhaperdi &' O ‘ShiaRoka Kabhi
/' |/ (ZeddKinchkha Al ___,h— ) Akhsarjina KVAISA
£ Mt Khvamli i = 2 Sabilzazi
,’ o8 2001 - E__ iori Shebmuli
./ Vanischala % S GEORG—EEHURCH ~—— K,BRIEHIORI Khardisari
< 2 KvedaKinchkha S e I :
Mekvena _— / g Martgajina
I_ E G E N D _ } 7 *\‘ Nogkad
Dérchi Dghnorisa ’/,«’ Kasagipj Zghiubisi
Populated Places Main roads Bentiouls | Wi
< 4 Y
. J Biteta i
’ State Cap|ta| ng“l\ay Kveda Oncheishi Fachkbeuri (,’/ it L2 Saritata
e== |nternational road ! ; i / Tsadikay” IOz~ Ceaptar
g q ~cTEm, i / Dodoti Khamphalgomi A
(@ Authonomy center == Intemational road in tunnel | @ 1ouyistinformation center s A~ SOUTH OSSETI A
——— National road N Dzmuisi i
. . ) Museum (S ( Y o
() Stateimportance city ——— National unpaved road T { Kisoreti K100 o e E i /74
\ v N okhta
@ Region center Local roads O Church ) J 4 \ G - zunta : g
{ N Gurna [ Mt. Satslég«g 4 N i ! /s Abant
/(@ Municipal center —— Local paved road ! Village/District with remarkable architecture , \ /o i s Kozigida
O Community center ~— Local unpaved road @ Synagogue " i e A , N ' '\ e Kiknata
—— Dirt road I Sochkheti / ani ~ , 9 /
(©] \ﬁllage F X q o Fortress horomndl Kitkhiji - \\/ /4 b ;\ y ARhdmar] kﬁhakhwelw i
orest roa =" ™ X (fSinaquri
€ Resort ﬂ Tower Jvarjsa > \ ¢ g AN Resort Kvereti \‘7
. T Horse road i Nadzva ?3?157//\//‘3/((/8)@/3 ' \ ‘9 e GEB ) N ) \;
BOUﬂdaFIeS ______ Path\/\@y 0 FIShIng dace L—Boboti 7 Gadaghma Tskaltsitela A ’/ ',./' R o el Kve\mo Khevi A /
. . ndikori e \ n "/ / aKevisa ‘\‘ D) 7/ K
B State Railroads ) Mountaineering place ichia W Akhaldabs W\ - - { redlban A V| Théh
idz¢ @ Rock cllnbmg Lapeti Gadmoghma Tskaltsitela ¢ / 4 Al /' ST
¢ i - \ .
| [m=== Autonomous ; Wide - &g ‘ Daitbvani =\ i Kveda Chalovani Mokhorotubani—yj skhyitori P q
o Regmal e Hlklng Shukeri Ivangdli 3). / ) |‘ S o ¢
=== Narrow . . .. Leghva x ,;,,’TKl B U L | / ) ) . €hikha Tl Ji \u Kvemo Karzmani
s OC ion li 0 Blrdwat(:hmg ; Elevation in meters Zedubani b / Khreiti > ‘ { _ ; CBaitti Dunta _ / eda @rghulj <,
Ccupation line ’ ; Lo / Tsirkvali Zodi ¢ ] = : > 8 A
~ By cewe= Tunnel : e Rafting §aISIre s i X . ¥ Sareki 75 Kveda Ofghuli . L3 AN
------ nicipa La S 0-200 ) Bueti 5 \ I | M E R E T I ! Bunikauri \ 2 : / L X } & .
ndcover ‘ ) . o i . i SACHKHERE —/ Nl VAN NS K S gL e ey
Protected Area (A @ Lake 200-500 Dzuknuri Dabadzveli " Shmtratia | ,I Rgani Tabagrebi Khalipauri ‘1 N " eboaa ?hala Parke ~“—'~\ p, LT 7 ;
e &cumtdn Zme GlaCIer @ \Naterfa” Bvi 500-1000 I Bziauri MUkhura,'l! REK S MEEIEE Sarkvé\‘tubam Darkve:t\l~ A K’al-v—;ta | B ‘ o “"”/ \\‘ ’!
Lk fsl il =y Ll @ Canyon 1000-1500 Akhalsopeli | [EEs oy 2 \\ sairkhe ¢ \lvantsminda | \Savane | 3 . X
i 4 okl Vi \ ) .
| River, channel 5 @) Carstcave 15002000 P = Jolkheeti ZedaRgani "\ Kereti Megeh ) \dvef ) ¥
3 : Z 5’4 A < 8 A Itskisi )
Elevati n , \ 8N 4 " '
_ evation points " (O Nature monument | 20003000 107 \ o —yaly km [ CHIATURA' khvisi D {
hal . . ‘ . Ekhval i ] Kakabauri f ) N Gafnoghima Argvetj P X
% Pass with elevation Q Airdrome e 5 - - , ' , o tskhi vavarial o Botipevt, ol Ifavasa / X
R o = / \ L/ / i akurtse . varazeti LA \ orvila ’ >
A Sunmt \Nlth eleVatlm 1 - m:‘;gﬁle”mm 400006000 | - L R e T Tavasa Tuzi ,’ )’ ” Shukruti \\, Tskhami P, Qpacypeg) \.
- Village . o = Tkhiltatskaro Maghitauri et g it Bigha Saliet| =2 ) ) Begiauri ‘| : \ Makhataufi Vo Zemo Tsorbisi \\
. A e = N AN, (2o ‘,i » - ~N._. e A I i y ~Tsinsopeli = Gorisa Q. Shalamri i KerhisT 3
1 2 3 4 5 6 7




